
 
 
Why is this year’s Expedition more expensive than last year’s? 
 
The costs are significantly higher than last year's trip because the boat charter in the Galapagos 
Islands is more expensive and we are working with a sailing vessel that will allow 16 guests 
(versus 24 guests). The smaller vessel and more intimate experience makes for a higher cost. 
The domestic flight to the islands ($500-$600), all tips, and park fees are also included. 
Additionally, you are supporting the costs of two local experts who know best about plastic 
pollution. 
 
Here are suggestions on ways to fundraise for your Expedition seat?  
 
On many of our Expeditions, guests have raised funds to cover their costs. Here are some 
ideas:  
 

● Become a 5 Gyres Ambassador if not already officially one. You can then use this to 
your advantage to spread the mission of 5 Gyres and why you want to come on our 
expedition. 
 

● Crowdfunding, on Kickstarter, Indiegogo or GoFundMe, are popular and effective in 
helping to raise funds for specific projects. We can help you set this up! Here’s an 
example of a past campaign that one of the 5 Gyres Ambassadors organized that shows 
a successful campaign that supported her Expedition. 
 

● Host a community event, like a movie screening using a recent 5 Gyres film, an auction 
or art show, happy hour or other event. These are all good ways to bring people together 
to learn about the issue of plastic pollution and how you are taking action. These events 
can be inspiring and educational. You can arrange to have your guests pay to attend or 
a percentage of the funds made can go to support you.  These types of events can raise 
between $500-$2000 depending on the size and effort put into the event. 
 

● There are many small grant programs that have funds available for people doing these 
types of activities. A great place to start would be trying to understand community grants 
in your own town, city or county.  
 

● Some companies (usually bigger ones) will match funds up to a certain amount. For 
example, Nike and Salesforce will match funds — and they will give a portion of the time 
as paid community service. THis is definitely worth taking to your employer to explore 
options.  

 

http://www.5gyres.org/ambassadors
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/green-with-tiffany-on-a-plastic-pollution-expedition-bermuda-to-iceland#/

