
 
Contact:  
Ginger Goss Mukherjee 
ginger@5gyres.org             FOR IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE 

NANOPLASTIC POLLUTION IN THE ARCTIC CIRCLE? 
Nonprofit Embarks on Two-Week Research Expedition To Find Out 

Los Angeles, CA (August 2016)—In 2015, The 5 Gyres 
Institute presented the first global survey of marine plastic 
pollution, which found evidence of plastic across all five 
subtropical ocean gyres. This month, the non-profit organization 
embarks on its 17th expedition—this time to research 
microplastics and nanoplastics in the Arctic Circle.   

5 Gyres’ Director of Research Dr. Marcus Eriksen will lead a 
group of 22 citizen scientists who will assist in gathering data. 
The Arctic exploration vessel Akademik Sergey Vavilov will 
travel through the Northwest Passage from August 12th to 24th. The expedition is managed by One 
Ocean Expeditions and ExploringCircle, which sends travelers on journeys of discovery and 
adventure and then donates a percentage of profits to non-profit partner organizations like 5 
Gyres. 

“This expedition aims to inspire leaders in ocean conservation by delivering a first hand 
experience conducting research in remote Arctic waters,” said Eriksen. “We will be working in 
collaboration with One Ocean and the Vancouver Aquarium to explore the distribution of 
microplastic and nanoplastic marine pollution. This data will be crucial to our forthcoming 
updated assessment of plastic pollution in the world’s oceans.” 

ABOUT THE 5 GYRES INSTITUTE 

The nonprofit 5 Gyres Institute has been fighting plastic ocean pollution for nearly a decade. 
Beginning in 2010, 5 Gyres began a series of scientific firsts by researching plastic in all five 
subtropical gyres, as well as the Great Lakes and Antarctica. In 2014, the organization 
convened eight scientists around the world to publish the first global estimate of plastic 
pollution in our ocean: 5.25 trillion particles weighing in at 270,000 tons of “plastic smog” 
worldwide. 5 Gyres’ paper on plastic microbead pollution in the Great Lakes inspired a two-
year collaborative campaign that culminated in a federal ban on microbeads, which President 
Obama signed into law in 2015.  

Co-founders Anna Cummins and Marcus Eriksen met in 2008 on a sailing expedition to the 
Great Pacific Gyre, a massive vortex fueled by oceanic currents that sweeps plastic from land 
and out of sight, shredding and concentrating it in the middle of the ocean. In 2009, Marcus 
sailed from California to Hawaii on a pontoon built from 15,000 plastic water bottles, and 
then the two set off on a bicycle-powered speaking tour from Vancouver to Mexico to draw 
attention to the plastic pollution problem—stopping in Big Sur to get married (wearing 
recycled plastic attire). That fall, Anna and Marcus launched 5 Gyres with the simple goal of 
putting plastic pollution on the international agenda. More information is at www.5gyres.org.
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