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Explanation

5 Gyres conducted a research voyage in the Great Lakes in 2012

They conduct scientific research on plastic pollution by using “trawls” to 
collect plastic off the surface of lakes and oceans

They pull out the samples and scientifically measure the quantity and size 
distribution of plastic collected.   Most plastic collected starts as large 
products like bottles, toothbrushes, straws and starts to break into smaller 
pieces while in the water

But in the Great Lakes, 5 Gyres found something they had never seen 
before.  These incredibly tiny perfectly round spheres were found.  And 
the quantities were off the charts!

After analysis, it turned out that these little beads were microbeads from 
facial scrubs.

5 Gyres began testing facial scrubs and found out that many products 
contained them. 1 tube of facial cleanser could have over 300,000 beads. 
They were also found in body washes and toothpaste. Ick.   

Microbeads wash right down the drain and into waterways. There they collect 
pollutants and get eaten by fish. You know where those fish go, right?

Since microbeads are so bad for us, non profits worked together to get 
them banned. First we asked companies to remove them and some did. 
Others needed to be pushed by a ban. The speed that this ban passed at 
was amazing. Many products, like plastic bags are fought over for decades. 
However, this ban doesn’t go into effect for some time and millions of 
microbeads are still going down the drain every day. The ban is only in the 
US. There are so many other countries that still permit microbeads.
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What can you do? A few things. First, make sure that you aren’t using 
scrubs, body washes or toothpast with little microbeads.   You can tell if it 
says polyethylene and if you don’t see a natural abrasive like walnut shells 
or sea salt on the label.    Choosing better design products is a good way 
to put pressure on manufacturers to pay attention to what happens to 
plastic after it gets used.

Next, you can make sure that your family, friends and community are also 
aware of the damage plastic is doing to our world and that also make 
better product choices when using plastic packaging or plastic products.

10 Bead Free Pledge

You can also give us your microbead containing products.   5 Gyres will 
screen them for art projects that educate people about the effects of poor 
plastic design. If you want, you can also take the Bead Free pledge on 5 
Gyres website at www.5gyres.org/microbeads or signup on our sign up sheet.

Consumers have the right to push back and demand better products. 
Thank you for letting us explain.
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